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_MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE , 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute* cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 



Status 

"^Responsive to communication(s) filed on, 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D. 1 1; 453 0.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

t^Tciaim(s) 
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Of the above claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

^Ciaim(s)— 

□ Claim(s) — 



_ is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



. is/are allowed. 



is/are rejected. 
- is/are objected to. 



□ Claim(s)- 



- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftspersdn's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on , is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on _ is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □Some* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. ' 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received:____ 

Attachment(s) 



□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 
^Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other,. 
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Art Unit: 2834 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-10 and 24-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Toda, 

Park and Lerch. 

Toda (figs. 1, 4, 5, 10 and 1 1), Park (figs. 5, 6, 8 and 9) and Lerch (figs. 1 and 4) each 
teach a continuous single piece of piezoelectric polymer having a incompassible support 
(substrate) with areas of enhanced sensitivity (unsupported areas). Only a single electric output 
signal is taken from the piezo element. Note terminals #73 , #74, #1 16, #1 1 8 of Lerch; fig. 10 of 
Toda; fig. 1 1 of Park. While it is true that the references use multiple electrodes which are 
interconnected to yield the single output, applicants claims do not preclude such structure. The 
supported areas would inherently produce an output when compressed even if no electrodes are 
formed to remove the output. 

Applicants remarks refer to new claims 24-44, however, only new claims 24-33 were 
submitted with the preliminary amendment. Also the marked up version of the claims submitted 
contain some redundant claim numbers (e.g. 1 1 , 32 and 34) as well as showing claims 1 1 and 12 
which were deleted. 




